
Department of Environmental Protection,
Northwest Oil and Gas District,
230 Chestnut Street,
Meadville, PA 16335
RA-EPOILGASDROPBOX@pa.gov

Dear Messrs & Madams of the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP),
I would like to thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Clara Field #20 pending permit
application to convert the gas well into an injection well..

I strongly oppose the proposed injection well project and I'm requesting the DEP deny authorization
of the permit based on the following information.

James W. Reynolds and Robert D. Benson have a long history of abandoning wells, including 8
injection wells, while operating them under authorization of EPA UIC Permit No:
PAS2R940BPOT, this has been well documented by the Department of Environmental
Resources (DER) and Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) dating back to 1984.

Officers of Roulette Oil & Gas Co, LLC have operated wells in Pennsylvania under the business
names of the following 4 companies according to records on file with Department of Environmental
Resources (DER), Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources and Pennsylvania Department of State

1. Roulette Oil & Gas Co. LLC. (OGO-68607) Link to Inventory.
2. Benson and Reynolds Gas Co.
3. Potter McKean Resources Inc. (OGO-48045). Link to Inventory.
4. Potter McKean Resources of Pennsylvania also identified by DEP as Potter McKean

Resources of PA. Link to Inventory.

The companies listed above operated wells that have been identified by the DEP’s database as
“abandoned.”

James Reynolds is the managing partner of Roulette Oil & Gas Co.,LLC according to the Oil and
Gas Operator Ownership and Control Information form that was filed with the injection well
application.

mailto:RA-EPOILGASDROPBOX@pa.gov
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1klA3lpjiFbo_4iAPCZN6hkF01oH2Oe5LXyRn_Hbzy5Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Z4WWl9AYcHOOY1fv0ReB2E3nSmwatpU6Ma0pgkgviHI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1X9tSAkcK3RhVGR82kJBuQhh3opCgbCzSqJBd36ebi8s/edit?usp=sharing


https://files.dep.state.pa.us/OilGas/BOGM/BOGMPortalFiles/Underground%20Injection%20Wells/Rou
lette/Section-A_PermitApp_OperatorOwnership_etc/Operator-Ownership-and-Control-documents.pdf

While doing business as Benson & Reynolds Gas Co beginning around 1983 the company
received permits to operate 8 injection wells located in Clara and Hebron Townships in Potter
County. I requested the Benson & Reynolds files from the DEP and after receiving them I made
the files I received for the eight injection wells available online in Google docs at the following
link:
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1QrbS0k8weZ6RRyLOn_P8IRRfuPcYQOJ1?usp=sharing

These include:

POT- 20825 is also identified by DEP records as Matteson 1 Well, API 105-20825
POT-20827-R is also identified by DEP records as Matteson 2 Well, API 105-20827
POT-20834-R is also identified by DEP records as Matteson 8 Well, API 105-20834
POT-20829-R is also identified by DEP records as Matteson 16 Well, API 105-20829
POT-20831-R is also identified by DEP records as Matteson 103 Well, API 105-20831
POT-20832-R is also identified by DEP records as Matteson 116 Well, API 105-20832
POT-20833-R is also identified by DEP records as Matteson 117 Well, API 105-20833
POT-20830-R is also identified by DEP records as Matteson 120 Well, API 105-20830

Inspection Reports in DEP files reflect the operators were cited in 1990 and again in 1994 for
abandoning the wells. Ownership of the 8 injection wells was transferred to Potter McKean
Resources Inc., on June 13, 1994.

The following is a crop of the Matteson 120 Well's inspection report conducted in 1990.

All 8 wells had been abandoned at the time of the 1990 inspections according to the DEP records.

'This well is an abandoned well' is repeated in the inspection notes 8 times.

https://files.dep.state.pa.us/OilGas/BOGM/BOGMPortalFiles/Underground%20Injection%20Wells/Roulette/Section-A_PermitApp_OperatorOwnership_etc/Operator-Ownership-and-Control-documents.pdf
https://files.dep.state.pa.us/OilGas/BOGM/BOGMPortalFiles/Underground%20Injection%20Wells/Roulette/Section-A_PermitApp_OperatorOwnership_etc/Operator-Ownership-and-Control-documents.pdf
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1QrbS0k8weZ6RRyLOn_P8IRRfuPcYQOJ1?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1L7tTbvWfQfCZvH5YnWDwsj8AWGvCwc4D/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ntNvelV8anFaXizfaR-jTyrjJ8NWWD1t/view?usp=sharing


The following is a crop of the Matteson 120 Well 1990 Notice of Violation. All 8 of the well files that
I received from the DEP contain similar violations.

Here’s a crop of the Matteson 120 Well 1993 inspection. All 8 well files contain inspections that
are similar.



In addition to being abandoned DEP files reflect that these wells leaked and vented natural gas into
the atmosphere for many years.

The Matteson 1 well was last inspected onsite by the DEP in 1993 and it may still be venting
Green House Gases (GHG) into the atmosphere today.

According to the Pennsylvania Department of State, Potter McKean Resources Inc. was created on
06/01/1994 and the officers according to the Department of State were James W. Reynolds, Robert
D. Benson and Peter Metritkas.

https://www.corporations.pa.gov/search/corpsearch



DEP records reflect James W. Reynolds and Robert D. Benson, officers of Potter McKean
Resources Inc., currently have one well in the company’s inventory and that well is identified by
DEP's online database as “abandoned.”

Crawford 1 Well API 105-90003 Status is currently ABANDONED.



This abandoned well, owned by Potter McKean Resources Inc., is located in Keating Twp.,
Potter County here: 41.658438 -78.196122

Potter McKean Resources Inc;s., well inventory is available online at the following two links:
Google Drive:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1b6IIEsSSyGpbGICL4ZRXDTf63S3NjSInKspKaId_fms/edit?
usp=sharing

This info is also available by searching the DEP's database here:
https://greenport.pa.gov/ReportExtracts/OG/OilGasWellInventoryReport

Eight injection wells, along with 70 others were transferred from Potter McKean Resources Inc.,
to Potter-McKean Resources of Pennsylvania (OGO-62770) in 2003.

According to the Pennsylvania Department of State, the officers and owners of Potter McKean
Resources of Pennsylvania are James W. Reynolds and Robert D. Benson Sr.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1b6IIEsSSyGpbGICL4ZRXDTf63S3NjSInKspKaId_fms/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1b6IIEsSSyGpbGICL4ZRXDTf63S3NjSInKspKaId_fms/edit?usp=sharing
https://greenport.pa.gov/ReportExtracts/OG/OilGasWellInventoryReport
https://greenport.pa.gov/ReportExtracts/OG/OilGasWellInventoryReport


James W. Reynolds and Robert D. Benson Sr., owners of Potter- McKean Resources of
Pennsylvania, currently have 20 wells listed in their inventory. Among them are 2 wells that are
identified by the DEP’s database as “ABANDONED”.

These include:

∙ MATTESON 3, API 105-20826 , status is currently ABANDONED

∙ MATTESON 7, API 105-20840, status is currently ABANDONED

Pennsylvania’s Oil and Gas Act (Act 223) defines an "Abandoned well" as any well that has
not been used to produce, extract or inject any gas, petroleum or other liquid within the
preceding 12 months, or any well for which the equipment necessary for production,
extraction or injection has been removed, or any well, considered dry, not equipped for
production within 60 days after drilling, redrilling or deepening, except that it shall not include
any well granted inactive status.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1X9tSAkcK3RhVGR82kJBuQhh3opCgbCzSqJBd36ebi8s/edit?usp=sharing


These can be viewed on DEP’s map here:
https://gis.dep.pa.gov/PaOilAndGasMapping/OilGasWellsStrayGasMap.html?

The Matteson 3 Well located in Clara Twp., Potter County, PA was originally cited for violating



the Oil and Gas Act by the department on 4/20/1993 inspection ID 684910. The last onsite
inspections of the Matteson 3 & 7 wells were conducted in 1993 according to the DEP
database.

The Matteson 7 Well located in Clara Twp., Potter County, PA was originally cited for violating
Pennsylvania’s Oil and Gas Act (Act 223) by the department on 4/22/1993. DEP inspection ID
684902.



For THIRTY YEARS, from 1993 to the present, according to DEP records, the Matteson 7 Well, API
105-20840 and the Matteson 3 Well API 105-20826 have been abandoned. And they were
abandoned by the company owned by James W. Reynolds and Robert D. Benson Sr.in Clara
Twp., Potter County.

Inspection reports and records on file with the Pennsylvania DEP document these operators have
operated wells out of compliance with Pennsylvania’s O&G Act since the Oil and Gas Act was first
enacted.



James Reynold's long history of well abandonment in Clara Township is reason enough for
the DEP to deny the pending injection well permit And I based on the long history of well
abandonment I am asking the department to deny the injection well permit.

These owners/ operators have demonstrated an unwillingness to comply with the Oil and
Gas Act.

I'm requesting the department staff who are currently reviewing this pending injection well
application review the records on file with your department; including compliance reports/
inspection records, production and waste reports for the following operators:

Benson & Reynolds Gas Co (officers: James W. Reynolds and Robert Benson) ∙ Potter-
McKean Resources Inc. (officers: James W. Reynolds, Robert Benson & Peter Metritkas.)
Potter- McKean Resources of PA (officers: James W. Reynolds and Robert D. Benson Sr) ∙
Potter –McKean Resources of Pennsylvania (officers: James W. Reynolds and Robert D.
Benson Sr)

It’s important to note the 8 wells that were permitted by EPA as injection wells in 1984 on the
Matteson Farm have been transferred from one operating corporation to another 5 times since the
original UIC permit was authorized.

With Grants received through the recent Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act
(IIJA),Pennsylvania is currently plugging wells that were abandoned by operators with histories far
less disreputable than the operator applying for the Clara Township injection well permit. This
injection well permit should be denied because of the heightened risk of well abandonment
associated with this applicant.

The following are some of my concerns regarding information provided by Roulette Oil and Gas
Co LLC on the injection well application.

The Well Record and Completion Report submitted with the injection well permit has identified the
original operator of Clara Field #20, API Number 37-105-21374 as North Coast Energy, however
DEP's database has recorded EOG Resources Inc., was the original operator of Clara Field # 20.

There is no operator listed or identified by DEP’s online database as North Coast Energy, North
Coast Energy Inc., North Coast Energy Co or North Coast Energy LLC etc.

https://files.dep.state.pa.us/OilGas/BOGM/BOGMPortalFiles/Underground%20Injection%20Wells/Roulette/Section-A_PermitApp_OperatorOwnership_etc/37-105-21374-00-00_Completion_Report_NoCoal.pdf


AND the Pennsylvania Department of State has no records of a corporation or business entity
named North Coast Energy.
https://www.dos.pa.gov/BusinessCharities/Business/Resources/Pages/Record-Searches.aspx

I find it concerning that the company identified by the Well Record and Completion Report
doesn't even seem to exist in DEP and Department of State databases. Does the DEP require
any documentation showing a company actually exists before authorizing permits to drill oil and
gas wells?

Is any of the information in North Coast Energy, Inc's permit application accurate?

I also have comments regarding the cement theWell Record and Completion Report. This record
indicates the cement did not return to the surface.

It's my understanding that cementing provides protection by stabilizing the well and ensures that
groundwater zones are isolated and protected by isolating oil, gas and water bearing zones. And
this is among the public's primary concerns.

https://www.dos.pa.gov/BusinessCharities/Business/Resources/Pages/Record-Searches.aspx
https://files.dep.state.pa.us/OilGas/BOGM/BOGMPortalFiles/Underground%20Injection%20Wells/Roulette/Section-A_PermitApp_OperatorOwnership_etc/37-105-21374-00-00_Completion_Report_NoCoal.pdf





